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Chapter might, of course, in emergency, send troops or prepare to
do so pending the meeting of Parliament, but the mere
need of funds, apart from constitutional considerations,
would render it impossible for it to ignore the legis-
lature. It is a very different thing to suggest, as was
done by Mr. Meighen in Canada in 1925-26, that before
Canada sent any force overseas a general election
should be held to decide the issue. Whether such action
were possible would depend on many circumstances,
and the general view taken of the proposition in
Canada was that of Mr. Ferguson, that by such a pro-
cedure the non-participation of the Dominion in active
hostilities would be assured. In case of actual attack, of
course, no Government would wait for Parliament, for
the right and duty of self-defence is obvious.
In the event of any Dominion desiring to use its
forces overseas in an Empire war, the legislation of the
Dominion can make the amplest provision for their
control, and even in the war period of 1914-18, before
the Statute of Westminster, the powers of the Dominion
Parliaments added to the Army Act availed to remove
any possibility of lack of legal authority. The Do-
minion may either in such a case retain control of its
own forces or co-operate more completely by placing
them, as during the war, under the British Commander-
in-Chief, while sharing through some form of War
Cabinet for the Empire with the British Government
the supreme control of their employment. In view of
the possibility of co-operation efforts have been made
to assure similarity of organisation and training and of
types of armament, while the Dominions have based
their codes of regulations for use in war time on the
Army Act, with such modifications as Dominion senti-